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The Group of Seven and the Construction of Canadian
National Consciousness and National Identity

WANG Hong-bin
(School of Arts, Hunan University of Science and Technology, Xiangtan 411201, China)

Abstract: Most of scholars focus their studies on Canadian culture, but few of them have studied from ar-
tistic perspectives, especially the lack of sufficient attention to the role of art in the construction of national
consciousness and national identity. This paper begins with landscape paintings of The Group of Seven which
was rather popular in the early 20" century, then scrutinizes the unique scenery of Canada by The Group of
Seven, which inspires the Canadian’s love for the beautiful mountains and rivers of their motherland, propa-
gates and strengthens national consciousness and national identity.
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