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Mother: Mary, do you like sandwiches for your breakfast?

Mary: Yes, I like it.
30

John: Mummy, sandwiches? What kind of food?

Mother: It’ s a kind of delicious food, made of two slices
of bread with meat, etc. between.

John: Well, I like it, too. '**’
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The Intersubjectivity of Presupposition

YANG Xiao-long & LIAO Bei-shui
(Center for the Study of Language and Cognition, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310028, China)

Abstract; On the foundation of intersubjectivity, Mikhail Bakhtin proposes the dialogism theory. It exists
within and between the subjects. As a part of communication language in society, presupposition also respective-
ly holds the relation of dialogism. The nature of presupposition is a cognitive communication dialogism interaction
based on intersubjectivity. We argue that semantic presupposition and pragmatic presupposition belong to differ-
ent communication subjects. Semantic presupposition is in the domain of the speaker. Pragmatic presupposition
is in the domain of the communication participants. Semantic presupposition is the result from the intersubjectivi-
ty interaction with knowledge categorization (the world of reality, the world of imagination and ad hoc world)
within the human cognition fields. By comparison, pragmatic presupposition is the result from the intersubjective
interaction between the speaker and the hearer in communication.

Key words: presupposition; intersubjectivity ; possible world
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