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Dynamic Activation of Cross - cultural Communicative
Intention from the Pespective of Relevance and Adaptation

KUANG Zhan

(School of Foreign Studies, Hunan University of Science and Technology, Xiangtan, China 411201 )

Abstract; After a brief introduction about relevance and adaptation theory, cross — cultural communica-
tive intention and its characteristics, this paper discusses that the dynamic activation of cross — cultural com-
municative intention is based on such factors as mutural cooperation and adaptation, the exploitation of the os-
tensive — inferential model, the recongnitive construction of related contextual factors, and the dynamic expan-
sion and extention of communicator’s cultural schema. It also attempts to build up the pragmatic analytic model
of dynamic activation of cross — cultural communicative intention.

Key words: relevance and adaptation; cross — cultural communicative intention; dynamic activation
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(1)A: Where’s Jim?
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B: There’s a yellow BMW outside Sue’s house.
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(2)A: Where does Sarah live?

B: Somewhere in the suburbs of the city.
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(3)A: The hostess is an awful bore, don’t you think?

B: The roses are lovely, aren’t they?
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(4)A: Tim, you don’t read, do you?

B: Me? No, I am a tube freak.
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(. PL: pragmatic layer; CL: congnitive layer; I: intention; PM: presumptive
meaning; U utterance; A: assumption; M: meaning).
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