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Selective Interpretation of Archaic Words in Cangshan
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Abstract; Cangshan dialect of Changde prefecture sees lots of words that are not used or rarely used by
Mandarin, but existed in ancient literatures. These words belong to the commonly used ones in Cangshan dia-
lect. This paper selectively interprets five words, some of which exist in other dialects of modern Chinese lan-
guage. Using the diachronic and the synchronic methods, this paper comparatively studies the features of these
words in meaning, usage and/or function. Such kinds of words are of importance for the study of Chinese lexi-
con history, thus they deserve a systematic study and research.
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