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Cao Zhi's Consciousness of Confucian
Classics and Ci-Fu Literary Creation

ZHANG Jia-guo"*& HE Xin-wen'
(1. School of Chinese Language and Literature, Hubei University, Wuhan 430062, China;
2. School of Education, Huaihua University, Huaihua 4180000, China)

Abstract; The writer’s acceptance of the Confucian classics is often internalized as the consciousness or
unconsciousness, and reflected in the literary creation consciously or unconsciously. Cao Zhi was a representa-
tive Ci-Fu writer influenced by the Confucian consciousness in the Wei-Jin period. He learned the Confucian
classics in his childhood. He not only committed to the Confucianism, but also formed a strong consciousness
of the Confucian classics. The Confucian consciousness in his view of life presented the pursuit of Confucian
political ideals and the acceptance of Confucian moral and ethical concepts. In his writing of Ci-Fu, classic
consciousness showed an active and realistic spirits in the content and theme. The form of the language showed
the construction of classical words, it either quoted the Confucian classics’ articles directly in order to use the
whole meanings, or intercepted the Classics’ sentences and words in order to use its surface meanings, or para-
phrased the Classics’ words in order to use its implied meanings.

Key words: Cao Zhi; Ci-Fu; the consciousness of Confucian classics; the Confucian ideal ; the realistic
spirits of serving the nation
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