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Mao Zedong’s Thought of Democratic Centralism and
Its Practical Enlightenments

GUO Hong-jun
(School of Marxism Studies, Guizhou University, Guiyang 550025, China)

Abstract; The major contents of Mao Zedong thought on democratic centralism are as follows: the benign
interactions between democracy and centralization; the nature of democratic centralism is determined as the
fundamentally organizational system and principle; the function of the democratic centralism is to give a full
play to the initiatives of the Party and the nation, and the method to practise the democratic centralism is to
combine the collective leadership with the individual division of labor. The above thoughts are of realistic sig-
nificance, which throw enlightenment for us to further strengthen the democratic centralism, expand the de-
mocracy, uphold the authority of the Party Central Committee, be a good leading character, carry forward the
institution building, and realize the interests of the people.

Key words: Mao Zedong; democratic centralism; practical enlightenments
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