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Exploration of Mao Zedong’'s Strategic Thought on
Industrial Development During the Early Years of
the Founding of the P.R.C (1949-1956)

XU Tao
('School of Marxism Studies, The Party School of the CPC Central Committee, Beijing 100091, China)

Abstract; During the early years of founding of the P.R.C, Mao Zedong’ s strategic thought on industrial
development experienced through three phrases. After the founding of the New China, Mao Zedong, based on
the revolutionary situations of China and the need for economic development, put forward the basic policies for
the new democratic economy and industrial construction, laying a solid foundation for the implementation of the
socialist industrialization. Within the period of the three—year economic recovery, Mao Zedong clearly proposed
the strategic thought on industrial development, i.e. “three—year preparation, and ten—year construction of
planned economy” , which had made the preparations for the planned socialist construction and socialist trans-
formation. Furthermore, during the years of socialist transformation, Mao Zedong came up with a general line
by carrying out the planned economy for the transition period. Subsequently, Mao Zedong proposed the specific
policies in heavy industries, agriculture and industrial infrastructure, achieving the synchronous progress of so-
cialist industrialization and modernization. Thus, Mao Zedong’ s strategic thought on industrial development is
a theoretical promise for the transition from the new democracy to the socialism. It is of importantly realistic
significance to understand the current Chinese road of industrialization.
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