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On the Irony in The Sellout

ZHANG Li
(Center for English Studies of Zhengzhou University, Zhengzhou 450001, China;
School of Foreign Studies, Zhengzhou University, Zhengzhou 450001, China)

Abstract: As the Booker Prize winner in 2016, The Sellout is credited to its masterful use of irony,

which is exhibited differently in the novel. Irony firstly functions as a rhetorical device and a structural strategy

to reveal the racial problems in modern America; then its reference to intertextuality strengthens its tension and

its power of criticism; lastly irony becomes an attitude of life. It implies the author’ s ambivalent attitudes to-

wards the reality and his best wishes for a better future of the world.
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