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On the Images of China’s Emperors of the Late Qing
Dynasty in the lllustrated London News

JI Nian

(School of Literature and Journalism, Xiangtan University, Xiangtan 411105, China)

Abstract: Among the Chinese people covered by the lllusirated London News , three emperors of China in
the late Qing Dynasty, Taou Kwang, Hsian Fou and Tung-che were typical. In the face of the imminent col-
lapse of the late Qing Dynasty, the Taou Kwang Emperor struggled to support the situation in distress; the
Hsian Fou Emperor could only painstakingly maintain the dying empire ; during his reign, the role of the Tung
—che Emperor in state governance was very limited, and he appeared more as a symbol of the state. These
three emperors were marked by arrogance, ignorance, innovation but conservativeness, ambition but incapa-
bility. They were symbols rather than individuals with free wills, unusually busy at ritual scenes, such as the
wedding, worship ceremonies, the reception of the foreign ministers and consuls. In its coverage of China’s
emperors, the llustrated London News used news reporting methods and literary narrative techniques including
complementary text-image, comparative reference, and comprehensive dynamics, thereby expanding the mean-
ing space and enhancing the expression of the work, as well as displaying the characters in the work.

Key words: the lllustrated London News; images of China’s emperors; feature of coverage
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