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Resonance and Growth; On the Traumatic Narrative of
Shin Kyung-sook’s From Where Comes the Ring Tone for Me

CHOE Chang-ruk' & LING Yun®

(1. School of Foreign Studies, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210023, China;
2. Foreign Affairs Office, Yangzhou Municipal People’s Government, Yangzhou 225009, China)

Abstract: Set in the South Korea’s Democratization Struggle in the 1980s, Shin Kyung-sook’ s novel
From Where Comes the Ring Tone for Me describes the psychological trauma and inner growth processes of the
contemporary Korean youth. The heroes in growth etiquette were suffering from the pain of lack, despite of
their attempt to find a way out of suffering, and were lost in the chains of lack. To explore the way out of “a-
dult etiquette” , they learned to be independent instead of relying on each other, transformed themselves from
a love object into a subject, and ultimately, constructed the integrate self-consciousness. The novel was filled
with a tone of grief and heaviness. It stressed the importance of the soul resonance and the value of the eternal
growth through highlighting the trauma caused by lack.

Key words: Shin Kyung-sook; From Where Comes the Ring Tone for Me; resonance; growth; trauma
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