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On Negative Perfective Aspect Marker gan (+) and
Its Route of Grammaticalization in Miluo Xiang Dialect

CHEN Shan-qing
(School of Literature and Journalism, Hunan University of Technology, Zhuzhou 412007, China)

Abstract: Gan(+)in Miluo Xiang dialect can act as a perfective aspect marker, which shows the action
has been completed negatively. It has more time—quantity of righteousness in the end and expresses the mean-
ing of accomplishment and negativity coordinately. The perfective aspect marker gan (T ) derives from the
grammatification of negative verb and phase complement gan ( 1-). The negative meaning of this perfective
marker can be traced back to the negative meaning of the verb. The route of grammaticalization of gan( 1) is
the same as the negative perfective aspect marker in the southeastern dialects. The evolution has regularity,
which can provide supports for the discussions about the origin of the same kind of grammatical elements in
other dialects.

Key words: Miluo Xiang dialect; gan (1 ); negative perfective aspect; grammaticalization; negative
meaning verb
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