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The Historical Origin of China’s Socialist Reform and Opening-up:
Focusing on Mao Zedong’s Difficult Explorations After

the “First Five-Year Plan” Period in New China

XU Jun-zhong & Deng Qin-lin
(Institute of Marxist Philosophy and China Modernization, Department of Philosophy,
Sun Yat—sen University, Guangzhou 510275, China)

Abstract ; The historical origin of China’s socialist reform and opening-up lies in Mao Zedong’s continuous
explorations after the “First Five-Year Plan” period. Those explorations include: discussing how to oppose
dogmatism in the socialist construction period, thinking profoundly about the necessity of the “Constitutional
monarchy” reform, about the effective measures of realizing “enterprise autonomy” , about “learning to
manage the economy by using economic means” , about developing “socialist commodity production”, as well
as about actively developing foreign trade, introducing advanced technology and equipment from foreign coun-
tries, and learning from advanced culture, etc. All the contents mentioned above involve the major concerns in
the later reform and opening-up. The exploration is to find out a solution to the issue of “how to build socialism
in China”. Tt is also a great exploration of the “second combination” between Marxism-Leninism and China’s
concrete realities. It has become an importantly ideological resource for China’s reform and opening-up after the
Third Plenary Session of the 11th Central Committee of the CPC.
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