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My Views on the Study of Chinese Literary Theory Discourse in
the Past 40 years Since the Reform and Opening up

CAO Shun-qing & LIU Yan-qun
(School of Literature and Journalism, Sichuan University, Chengdu 610064, China)

Abstract: During the early period of the reform and opening up, Chinese academic theory generally re-
earded the Western “discourse system” as the highest standard, thus Chinese literary discourse was in a state
of “aphasia”. The Chinese academia has introspected on this. In the 1990s, a group of scholars with Cao
Shungqing as the representative believed that to build up a system of Chinese literary discourse, the relations
between Chinese culture and literary theory shall be clarified, and the law of Chinese culture generation and
rule of academic operation shall be upheld. Standing at the theoretical frontiers of the 21st century, the concept
of Chinese literary discourse construction is further clarified, that is adapting to the changes of literary theories
in ancient and modern times, and integrating the Chinese literary theories with those of the West. Embodied in
the “variation theory of comparative literature” , the concrete practice of this concept has become the symbolic
concept widely understood and accepted by the international community, which marks the innovation and im-
portant breakthrough of Chinese discourse, and plays a positive role in the construction of soft power of
Chinese culture.

Key words: literary theory discourse; “aphasia” ; integrate the Chinese literary theories with those of the

West; “variation theory” ; since the reform and opening up
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