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Lexicalization Mechanism and Motivation of
the Chinese Auxiliary “ keyi”

LIU Shun
(School of Liberal Arts, Nanjing Audit University, Nanjing 210086, China)

Abstract: The auxiliary “key:” originates from the “keyi” of the non-structural form, namely “auxiliary+
preposition”. In the non-structural form of “keyi” , “ke” is a auxiliary, while “yi” is a preposition, and they
are not at the same level. When the dominant object does not appear after the preposition “yi” which causes
the function of “yi” suspended, the part of speech of the preposition “yi” is weakened. If the co-reference
constituent of zero object of “yi” cannot be found in the above, the prepositional function of “yi” is lost which
causes the construction grammaticalization, and “ke” and “yi” are reanalyzed to a auxiliary by lexicalization.
The motivation is that in the ancient Chinese language, the topicalization of prepositional objects without dupli-
cate reference of pronouns, and the zero object of the preposition can be used for anaphora. These characteris-
tics are determined by that Chinese is a topic-prominent language type.

Key words: “keyi” ; non-structure; auxiliary verb; lexicalization; mechanism and motivation
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