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On the Differences of Ancient Chinese Arts Between
the North and the South Regions

ZHU Zhi-rong
( Department of Chinese Language and Literature, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200241, China)

Abstract; The Chinese arts’ differences in the regional style of the North and the South are formed on the
basis of the North—South climate. While the differences between the North and the South have brought about
differences in phenology and those in people’s temperament and disposition, which has further led to the forma-
tion of different styles of works of art, including differences in music and literary works in term of the rhythms,
and so on. This is mainly manifested in the area of the Northern reality and Southern fiction, Northern simplic-
ity and Southern embellishment, Northern character and Southern rhythm, and Northern sturdiness and South-
ern elegance. With the development of society, especially due to the changes in wars and regimes, the advoca-
cy of the ruling class, and the constant exchanges between the North and South cultures, the North-South art
styles also complement each other and often reflect the characteristics of integration, but the differences be-
tween the North and South art styles will still exist and persist for a very long time. This is also a manifestation
of the diversity of Chinese arts. The so-called Northern and Southern sects in ancient Chinese painting, calli-
graphy and literature were affected by Zen Buddhism and involved issues such as the gradual enlightenment of
the mind, the difference between the imperial court and the mountains, which is not the same as the North-
South regional style.

Key words: the regional style; the North-South climate ; the Northern sturdiness and Southern elegance ;

diversity ; the Northern and Southern sects
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