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From Mao Zedong to Xi Jinping: Inheritance and
Development of the Thinking of Correctly Handling
the Contradictions Among the People

CHEN Long

(Mao Zedong Thought Research Center/The Center of Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a New Era,

Xiangtan University, Xiangtan 411105, China)

Abstract: According to the domestic and overseas changes in the new era, Xi Jinping inherits the basic
theory and methods of Mao Zedong’s theory of handling the contradictions among the people, and further devel-
ops the ideas proposed by the former leaders, such as Deng Xiaoping, Jiang Zemin and Hu Jintao. Xi Jinping
not only gives a new judgment about the social principal contradictions of the new era and puts forward the ide-
as of “Chinese Dream” and “never forgetting why you started” for guidance in value, but also figures out the
contradictions between the Party and the masses so as to find the breakthrough to handle the contradictions a-
mong the people in the new era, and promote the common prosperity to decrease the contradictions among the
people. Xi Jinping has made new contributions to the theory of correctly handling the contradictions among the
people. From the perspective of the development of the theory of contradictions among the people, Xi Jinping
Thought on Socialism with Chinese Characteristics fro a new era has inherited Mao Zedong thought.

Key words: Mao Zedong; Xi Jinping; a new era; correctly handle the contradictions among the people
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