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Visual Interpretation of Trauma.A.D. and
New Orleans in Post-Katrina Era

YAO Cheng-he
(School of Foreign Studies, Capital University of Economics and Business, Beijing 100070, China)

Abstract: A.D.: New Orleans After the Deluge (2008) is a non-fiction graphic novel created by Josh
Neufeld. It provides a historical representation of hurricane Katrina, narrating stories based on personal experi-
ence and public memory by a graphic form. While challenging visual archive of Katrina, A. D. explores a way
of neutral presentation of personal traumatic experience. Moreover, natural disaster, providing an ethical
framework to understand other’s traumatic experience, is intertwined with complicated social problems
including race and place, which requires an enduring participation of the readers to interpret ethical signifi-
cance and cultural reference of the city.

Key words: Josh Neufeld; A.D.: New Orleans After the Deluge; graphic novel; trauma; post—Katrina
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