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Changes in Social Legal Psychology
Around the May Fourth Movement

LI Zai-quan
(Institute of Modern History, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100006, China)

Abstract: When observing the history around the May Fourth Movement from the perspective of social le-
gal psychology, one can see the complexity, richness and diversity of this period. Generally speaking, the so-
cial legal psychology around the May Fourth Movement experienced a changing process. In the early years of
the Republic of China, the rule of law discourse was particularly prevalent, which reflected the social psychol-
ogy of respecting the law and promoting the rule of law at the beginning of the Republic of China. With chaos
in the early days of the Republic of China, some people began to reflect on issues of law. During the period of
the May Fourth Movement, the social psychology of questioning and denying the law became increasingly ap-
parent. In the post-May 4th era, with the upheaval of the current situations and violent changes of the ideolo-
gy, the tendency to deny the existing law and order became more and more obvious. The social psychology of
law even became contemptuous and rancorous. This indicated the advent of a turning point in modern Chinese
history.

Key words: social legal psychology; Beijing government of the Republic of China; May Fourth Move-

ment; educated youth; revolution
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