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How Did the Story that Mao Zedong Transcribed
Yuan Zhen’s Poem The Cuscuta Chinensis Vary from
Fictitiousness to Historical Facts?

HU Wei-xiong
( Teaching and Research Department of Philosophy, Party School of the Central Committee of the CPC, Beijing 100091, China)

Abstract; That Mao Zedong transcribed Yuan Zhen’s poem The Cuscuta Chinensis to Yang Kaihui was o-
riginally a fictitious story in the book Xiangjiang Baitle. However, the story was regarded as a historical fact
written in many works, serving as either a clue to show contradictions and conflicts between Mao Zedong and
Yang Kaihui, or a supporting argument to understand the “misapprehension” in Mao’s poem To the Melody of
Hexinlang.Farewell to Friends. On the one hand, it indicates that the book Xiangjiang Battle has succeeded in
artistically depicting the image of Mao. On the other hand, it shows that the readers take this artistic work as a
historical fact by mistake, and they confuse artistic works with historical facts as well as artistic truth with his-
toric truth. To study “the real Mao Zedong” , it must be clarified by distinguishing fictitiousness from history.
Nevertheless, it is not easy for the readers to differentiate between artistic works and historical facts.

Key words: Mao Zedong transcribed Yuan Zhen’s poem The Cuscuta Chinensis to Yang Kaihui; ficti-

tiousness; historical facts
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