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Curriculum Theory Interpretation, Inheritance and
Continuity of That “ Superior Man Cannot
Be Like a Utensil”

WU Gang-ping & YU Wen-jing
(1. Institute of Curriculum and Instruction, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200062, China;

2. Institute of Education, Jiangxi Normal University, Nanchang 330022, China)

Abstract: Being the meaning orientation of private school curriculum, that “superior man cannot be like
a utensil” pictures the layers of Confucius’ private school curriculum with imagery goals and value expressions.
“Superior man” is the ideal state after the civilians have been educated. “Being different” , “not need too
much” and “reaching the top” is the material of being not like a utensil. “Not” shows that the students can be
shaped, which is manifested in the following three aspects, i.e. “empathetic people do not worry” , “smart
people are not confused” , and “brave people are not afraid of anything”. The inheritance and development of
that “superior man cannot be like a utensils” will reveal the realistic significance for the reform of today’ s cur-
riculum.

Key words: superior man cannot be like a utensil; curriculum theory; interpretation
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