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Investigating Things to Acquire Knowledge: A Generative
Wisdom of Curriculum Aesthetic Experience

XTA Yong-geng
(School of Education, Hunan University of Science and Technology, Xiangtan 411201, China)

Abstract; Curriculum aesthetic experience is a complex and enriched aesthetic experience generated by
students in the leaning process. It is the result of the interaction of perceptual knowing and rational thinking.
The classical thought of “investigating things to acquire knowledge” is characterized by combining perceptual
knowing with rational thinking in the investigation of the objects and methods. “Investigating things to acquire
knowledge” is the process of acquiring knowledge and developing character, and generating aesthetic experi-
ence as well. In the teaching process, we shall insist on combining sensibility with rationality, truth-seeking
and goodness-seeking, and guide the students to learn from all things, nature and society, and textbooks, so
as to achieve the aesthetic realm of doing whatever one wants and does not exceed the limit.

Key words: investigating things to acquire knowledge; curriculum aesthetic experience; perceptual
knowing and rational thinking; contemporary inheritance
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