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On the Image of Mao Zedong in the Art Creation on the
Revolutionary and Historical Theme

ZHAO Xiang-xue
(School of Arts, Hunan University of Science and Technology, Xiangtan 411201, China)

Abstract; A large number of excellent artistic creations on the historical and revolutionary theme have
arisen in new China, among which there are many classic works on the image of Mao Zedong. The excellent
works in each period have their own distinctive features, meanwhile they are closely related to the historical era
they are in. From the exploration of nationalization on Mao Zedong’s image during the early days of new China,
to the idealized publicity on Mao Zedong’s image during the Cultural Revolution, and to diversified develop-
ment on Mao Zedong’s image during the new period, Mao Zedong’s image in excellent artistic creations on the
historical and revolutionary theme has been continually inherited and innovated, which reflects both the chan-
ges of the times and embodies the value connotation and substance of modern Chinese culture.

Key words; artistic  creation ;

image of Mao Zedong; historical and revolutionary theme;

nationalization ; realism
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