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On Saussure’s Theory of Conceptualization

HU Jian-bo
(School of Foreign Languages, Hunan University of Technology, Zhuzhou 412007, China)

Abstract; Conceptualization theory is rich in Saussure’s philosophy of linguistics. After a detailed study,
the essentials of his conceptualization theory include that language is a principle of classification, and concep-
tualization is the result of articulation. The nature of conceptualization includes the integration of sound se-
quence and concept sequence, system, arbitrariness, sociality, diachrony, and subjectivity. These traits are in
interaction, and such accidental and national traits are thereby derived. Saussure’s conceptualization theory is
founded on his opposition to metaphysics, his inheritance of articulation, his integration of time and timeless,
and the establishment and cancel of subjectivity. His conceptualization theory is characterized by system, and
transcendence.
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