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Buddhism Writing by Fu. On the Origin, Strategy and
Significance of “Buddhism Fu” in the
Southern and Northern Dynasties

PENG An-xiang' & ZHOU Chang-mei’
(1. School of Liberal Arts, Hubei University, Wuhan 430062, China;
2. School of Teacher Training, Guangzhou University, Guangzhou 510640, China)

Abstract; Fu had a close relationship with religion. “Buddhism Fu” was often used as an important liter-
ary carrier to convey Buddhism. There were 11 articles of “Buddhism Fu” in the existing ancient literature of
the Northern and Southern Dynasties. The main reason for the formation of the “Buddhism Fu” was related
with the social atmosphere formed by monks and the famous scholars at that time. In order to achieve the pur-
pose of interpreting Buddhist doctrines, authors of different identities used different writing strategies. Buddhist
monks consciously blended the art of preaching, singing, arguing of Buddhism. Although the scribes were re-
lated to Buddhism in the form of subject, object, scene and purpose, scholars used the strategies of “the text
changing at any time” for the style of expression, i.e. one was the combination of preface and text, the other
was the combination of philosophy and scene. As a new type of Fu, “Buddhism Fu” in the Northern and
Southern Dynasties was of great significance in the history of ancient Fu studies, which should not be ignored
in the creation and critical thinking of the Fu at that time and later generations.

Key words: Buddhism Fu; Buddhism; origin; strategy; significance of Fu studies
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