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The Conjunctions Between the Thoughts of the Early
Republic and the Neo-culture Movement

70U Xiao-zhan
(Institute of Modern History, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100006, China)

Abstract: The Early Republic witnessed two thought turnings which were of great significance. One was
from the nationalism and the doctrine of powerful government to the concerns on individual rights and self-de-
velopment, the other was from political transformation to that of ideology and culture. Both the widespread
Confucianism Movement and the heated thought debates on Confucianism contributed greatly to the later fierce
criticisms on traditions in the new ideological realm. At the time when the Neo-culture Movement rose, the ide-
ological tendencies and the topics of discussion directly correlated with the thoughts of the Early Republic.

Key words: Neo-culture Movement; Nationalism; individual rights; political transformation; ideological
enlightenment ; Confucianism
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