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A Novel Study of Classical Contingent A Priori Cases

FENG Li-rong
(School of Marxism Studies, Jilin Normal University, Siping 136000, China)

Abstract: In Naming and Necessity, Saul A. Kripke claims that there are cases of contingent a priori;
Standard Meter and Neptune. If Standard Meter and Neptune are genuine, they can challenge the traditional
belief that “all a priori truth are necessary”. However, whether they really refute the traditional belief or not,
that is not an easy question. So far, the two cases continues to be discussed in contemporary literature. As one
of the proponents of contingent a priori, Gareth Evans offers Julies case, which is also hotly debated. By a crit-
ical study of the relevant arguments about these cases, this paper employs the methodology of distinguishing
reference-fixing from meaning-giving and the methodology of distinguishing categories of epistemology from cat-
egories of metaphysics to reformulate classical cases, and argues that they can be considered to be a refutation
of the above-mentioned traditional belief.

Key words: a priority; contingency; reference-fixing; meaning-giving
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