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A Study of Autism in Rachael Johns’ Outback Dreams

ZHANG Jia-sheng"? & LIN Bao-qi’
(1. School of Foreign Studies, Shanghai Jitong University, Shanghai 200240, China;
2. School of Foreign Studies, Nantong University, Nantong 226019, China)

Abstract; Outback Dreams is her another newly published Australian country romantic novel by Rachael
Johns. It is well welcomed by readers upon publication as a series of her focus on rural love and dream. For an-
other, the reason for the novel to stand out from contemporary Australian rural literature lies in its subtle narra-
tive structure. That is, there lies a hidden narration of autism under the superficial love story, which focuses
on Will’s influence on his parents and his brother as an autism victim. It is even worse in Australian outback.
Rachael John constructs a romantic love and dream story, meanwhile, she also shows her deep concern
towards the rural autism victims-a disadvantaged group, which indicates her social responsibility and moral
concerns as a public intellectual.

Key words: Australia; Rachael Johns; Outback Dreams; Autism
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