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An Analysis of the Musicality of the Narration in Grenzgang

CHEN Min
(School of Foreign Studies, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210023, China)

Abstract; The novel Grenzgang, written by German writer Stephan Thome, has won the prize for the
shortlist of annual book award 2009. It tells us the work, the love and the life of a pair of middle-aged man and
woman in a small town in Germany. They live in typically middle-aged crisis situations. Although the story
spans twenty-eight years, the time of narration is mainly the five Grenzgang-festivals of every seven years, in
which the narrative style is either light or heavy, the narrative rhythm is either fast or slow, and full of musi-
cality. Meanwhile, the multi-voices narration disrupts the narrative rhythm of the novel, slows down the speed
of the modern society, and shows the loss and the sense of weakness of the people today.

Key words: Grenzgang; Stephan Thome ; narrative; musicality; rhythm
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