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On the Disillusionment of Joyce’s The Dead
and Mansfield’s The Stranger

ZHAO Wen-lan
(School of Foreign Languages Education, Liaocheng University, Liaocheng 252059, China)

Abstract ; As the outstanding modernist writers, James Joyce and Katherine Mansfield present many simi-
larities in terms of the themes and artistic styles of their works, typical of which are The Dead and The Stran-
ger. Both of the two short stories concern the theme of the disillusionment of love, marriage, life, and self dis-
course authority, imply the characters’ spiritual death and sense of loneliness through a portrayal of the process
from illusion to disillusion, and convey modern man’s pervasive spiritual crisis and alienation as a reflection of
the social and historical context of the west at the beginning of the 20" century. Besides, the two writers skill-
fully reveal the character’s inner world and the implied thematic meanings of disillusionment by means of di-
verse modernist artistic techniques, such as epiphany or revelation, modernistic free discourses, and symbol-
ism, thus facilitating the perfect unity of the form and content and presenting the profound craftsmanship of the
two key figures in the modernist literature.

Key words: disillusionment; The Dead; The Siranger
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