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Multidimensional Discrimination of
“tongyang” ([al#f) and “yiyang” (—#f)

SHEN Min & CHEN Ji-qing
(International College of Chinese Language and Culture/Chinese International Promotion Institute,

Hunan Normal University, Changsha 410081, China)

Abstract; The comparative analysis under the perspective of new descriptivism shows that although
“tongyang” ([A]#f) and “yiyang” (—#F) are basically similar in semantics, there are still many differences
in them. In terms of syntax, the two can form a confrontation on whether they can act as complements. Al-
though they can act as predicate, attributive and adverbial, each is subject to different conditions. In terms of
semantics, there are differences in quantitative characteristics, whether they can be used for comparison, and
psychological scanning methods. In terms of pragmatics, they both have the function of textual connection, but
the restrictions of “yiyang” are more, while the oral color of “yiyang” is stronger than that of “tongyang”.

Key words: tongyang; yiyang; syntax; semantics; pragmatics
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