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On Zhang Zai’s Thought of “ Gathering and Dispersing Qi”
and the Generation of Beauty

XIONG Ye'?
(1. College of Literrature and Journalism, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China;
2. School of Public Administration, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract: In Zhang Zai’s philosophical logic, “Taixu” is the scattered and ungathered “Qi” , and every-
thing is the temporary form of “Qi” in the process of “gathering and dispersing”. “Gathering and dispersing”
is a broad sense of “generation”, and “movement” and “quietness”, “transformation” and “change”,
“o0od” and “deification” are all categories of “gathering and dispersing”. “The gathering and dispersing of
Qi” well interprets the formation of aesthetic relationship. People become the aesthetic subject through “chan-
ging temperament” , and things act on people’s senses. “Feeling is born while gathering and resembling” , and
aesthetic objects are generated at the moment. Zhang Zai’s thought of “gathering and dispersing Qi” provides a
theoretical basis for the generation of aesthetic thinking.

Key words: Zhang Zai; Qi; gathering and dispersing; aesthetic relations; generation
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