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Kafka and Minor Literature

ZENG Yan-bing & ASi-ru
(School of Liberal Arts, Tianjin Normal University, Tianjin 300387, China)

Abstract; With the emergence of postcolonialism and its wide spread across the world, studies of
diaspora literature, minority literature, and overseas Chinese literature are becoming an increasingly hot topic
in academia, among which minority literature appears to have attracted more attention than anything else. Giv-
en the fact that Franz Kafka, a preeminent Jewish writer in the 20th century, is an epitome of minority litera-
ture, the studies of Kafka can be taken as a barometer of the development and evolution of world minority liter-
ature, and can even be used to “re-examine and re-comprehend world literature and its critical discourses.”
Kafka, a writer of minority literature,, and sometimes one of the absolute minorities, concerned himself particu-
larly with the situation of minorities, the various problems they were facing, their linguistic perplexity, as well
as their creative writing. As an author from ethnic minorities, Kafka has even wished to go from one margin to
much further margins.

Key words: Kafka; minorities; existential perplexity; linguistic perplexity
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