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Historical Writing of the Tragedy of “Nuclear Explosion” .
A Comparative Study of S. A. Alexievich’s Voices from Chernobyland
Kenzaburo Oe’s In Later Style

HUO Shi-fu & HU Li-rong
(School of Foreign Studies, Xi’ an Jitong University, Xi” an 710049, China)

Abstract: Alexievich’s Voices from Chernobyl writes the modern history of the former Soviet Union: from
the patriotic war to the war in Afghanistan, and then to the “nuclear explosion” in Chernobyl, it has always
been under war and disaster, either invaded by another country or invading other countries. Kenzaburo Oe’s In
Later Style has written the modern history of Japan: it has never escaped from the threat and horror of “nuclear
explosion” since the invasion into other countries in World War II, which finally led to the destruction of “a-
tomic bomb” in Hiroshima and Nagasaki, as well as the “nuclear explosion” in Fukushima. The former exam-
ines the deep sufferings experienced by the people of the Soviet Union in historical changes since World War
II, while the latter criticizes the disastrous history of the Japanese people under “the Imperial System” after
World War II. The above two write similar historical memories and tragic fate shared by people in different
countries, and warn that the “nuclear explosion” problem is bigger than it is, indicating that the future era
will move towards the age of “nuclear weapons” and destroy all human beings.

Key words: Alexievich; Kenzaburo Oe; nuclear event; multiple voices
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