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Why “Negative Action” Can Exist?

WANG Shu-qing' & CHENG He-xiang’
(1. School of Public Administration, Hunan Normal University, Changsha 410081, China;

2. School of Administrative Law/Institute of Artificial Intelligence Law, Southwest Politics and Law University, Chongqing 401120, China)

Abstract: The existence of “negative action” has always been challenged in the philosophy of action.
The denials, such as Clarke, claims that it is not an action at all, but the supporters, such as Mossel, recog-
nizes it as a type of action. By sorting out and analyzing these two opposed viewpoints and arguments, we find
that the debate focuses on whether “negative action” can refer to external events. On the basis of refuting the
two typical arguments of the denials, we make the following conclusions that if the event causality approach in
action is persisted, “negative action” can only be used as a negative description of the positive action; if
“negative action” can be allowed mental action based on intention causation, it can exist as a special kind of
action.

Key words: action; negative action; event causation; mental action
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