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First Half of the 20" Century

XIE Guo-rong & HUANG Qian
(School of History, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, China)

Abstract: In the beginning of the 20" century, The National Association for the Advancement of Colored
People (NAACP) was founded after a brutal Northern racial riot, which made anti-lynching as its fundamental
civil rights initiative. In the first half of the 20" century, the NAACP utilized multiple approaches to fight ar-
duously against mob violence, such as publicity, political lobbying and securing funds and cooperation from
the other groups. With the endeavor of the NAACP, lynching incidents had aroused national attention, public
attitudes toward lynching had transferred, and the NAACP gained abundant experience in civil rights legisla-
tion, which as a whole laid the foundation for the struggle of other civil rights issues.

Key words: National Association for the Advancement of Colored People ( NAACP) ; lynching; anti-
lynching bill; publicity
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