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An Analysis of Liu Yizheng’s Academic Thought of
Interpreting History Based on Rites

LI Xiao-hu
(School ofLiberal Arts, Yulin University, Yulin 719000, China)

Abstract; The relation between “rites” and “history” has always been controversial. Commenting on Liu
Yizheng’s history book GUO SHI YAO YI, Xiong Shili points out that the author of the book is characterized by
interpreting history based on rites. This topic is also seend in Liu’s books, such as Chinese Culture History,
History of Chinese Education, and other ten articles published in the journal of Xue Heng. He also tries to re-
veal the cultural essence of Chinese historiography interlocking with the ritual classics. This paper focuses on
Liu Yizheng’ s five academic theories behind his interpretation of history based on rites: all learnings originate
from history ; historiographers have a good command of rites; historiographers’ writing methods are deeply in-
fluenced by rites; the essence of rites connects the dots of history through the classics and documents, and the
historical value and function of classics is to promote “rite”.

Key words: interpreting history based on rites; GUO SHI YAO YI; ritual classics; historiographer; Con-
fucianism
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