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On the Governance of Urban Design in America

PENG Zhuo-jian & WEI Chun-yu
(School of Architecture, Hunan University, Changsha 410082, China)

Abstract; The development of human society has entered a stage of advanced urbanization. Citizens are

gaining higher expectation for the aesthetics and livability of cities. Urban design is the very tool that can effec-

tively strengthen the cities’ characteristics and improve spatial quality. By combing through the evolution of ju-

dicial cases on related issues of urban design in the U.S, we can find that urban design governance in the U-

nited States has undergone a long journey from scratch and has accumulated rich experience in related issues of

urban design such as aesthetics, historical preservation, and urban fabrics, which serve as valuable references

for the promotion of urban design governance in China.

Key words: urban design; administration power; discretion
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