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Understanding the Concept of Socialist Ecological
Civilization from Three Dimensions

ZHANG Wei-juan'> & CHEN Yong-sen’
(1. Graduate School, University Of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 102488, China;
2. School of Marxism Studies, Fujian Normal University, Fuzhou 350117, China)

Abstract ; The concept of socialist ecological civilization should be understood from three levels. First, we
need to recognize that the building of ecological civilization is the common demand of all mankind. The concept
of ecological civilization with world significance emphasizes the organic integrity of nature, the harmonious
symbiosis between mankind and nature, and the sustainability of development. Second, we must make clear
the socialist nature of socialist ecological civilization. The concept of socialist ecological civilization contains the
basic content of ecological civilization, but has new connotation and higher requirements. Guided by Marxism,
the concept of socialist ecological civilization adheres to the materialistic and dialectical world view and meth-
odology, and regards the beautiful ecological environment as the due meaning of socialism. Furthermore, the
concept of socialist ecological civilization emphasizes the protection of the interests of the overwhelming
majority of the people, giving full play to the leading role of the government in the construction of ecological
civilization. Third, it should be combined with China’s national conditions and reflect Chinese characteristics.
With absorbing the principles of sustainable development and the idea of ecological civilization in the world,
the concept of ecological civilization with Chinese characteristics embodies the socialist spirit as well as its pe-
culiarity. Xi Jinping Thought on ecological civilization constitutes the basic content of the concept of ecological
civilization of socialism with Chinese characteristics. We must uphold the leadership of the Communist Party of
China in building an ecological civilization based on the national conditions of population, environment and re-
sources. Moreover, we must integrate ecological progress with economic and social development. Besides, we
must uphold the global vision of a community with shared future for mankind.

Key words: the concept of ecological civilization; the concept of socialist ecological civilization ; the con-
cept of socialist ecological civilization with Chinese characteristics
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