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On the Relationship Between Marxism and Chinese
Traditional Culture from Mao Zedong's Works
On Practice and On Contradiction

LIU Yong-ling' & LI Wen®

(1. International Confucian Research and Exchange Center, Shandong Academy of Social Sciences, Jinan 250002, China;

2. Department of Philosophy, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210046, China)

Abstract; Mao Zedong’s classic works On Practice and On Contradiction have important methodological
significance for understanding the relationship between Marxism and Chinese traditional culture in the great
practice of the new era. From the perspective of practice, the realistic need of practice is the fundamental cri-
terion for distinguishing the essence and the dross in traditional culture. There is no good or bad in traditional
culture. Only in the process of practice can we have “cultural immunity” under the premise of cultural con-
sciousness. From the perspective of contradiction, we should dialectically grasp the relationship of unity of op-
posites between Marxism and Chinese traditional culture. Unity is the principal aspect of the contradiction, and
antagonism is the secondary aspect of contradiction. The combination of Marxism with Chinese traditional cul-
ture should strive to transcend the limitations of Chinese traditional culture’s own “particularity” and construct
a new life style with “universal” meaning, so as to realize the “presence” of Chinese traditional culture in the
new era.

Key words: Marxism; Chinese traditional culture; On Practice; On Coniradiction
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