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A Spatial Interpretation of Winterson’s Why Be Happy
When You Could Be Normal ?

WANG Tao-hua & LUO Hai-yan
(School of Foreign Languages, Sun Yat-sen University, Guangzhou 510275, China)

Abstract ; Jeanette Winterson’s memoir Why Be Happy When You Could Be Normal ? is a realistic maste-

rpiece reflecting the plight of women’s survival with obvious spatial characteristics. Why can’t Winterson be

happy and normal in her life? Spatial interpretation can provide a reasonable explanation. The “representation

”
space

school represent the discipline and oppression of women imposed by “the representations of space

chal society. Therefore, Winterson carries out the challenging “spatial practice”

chal society, to break through the restriction of “

home reproduces the traumatic memory of Winterson’s childhood ;

church and gender education in
" of patriar-

to break the order of patriar-

the representations of space” , to wake up women’s subject

consciousness, so as to give a direction for women’s redemption.

Key words:

Why Be Happy When You Could Be Normal ? ; the plight of women’s survival;

representation space; representations of space; spatial practice
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