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Airport Economy, Regional Innovation and Economic Growth .
Based on the Empirical Study on 37 Large-scale Airport Cities in China

WU Jian-jun & GAO Yan-fei

(School of Business, Hunan University of Science and Technology, Xiangtan 411201, China)

Abstract: As a new economic model, airport economy has gradually become an important driving force to
promote regional economic development. Based on the intermediary effect of technological innovation, this pa-
per investigates the influence mechanism of airport economy on regional economic growth by using the panel
data of 37 large-scale airport cities in China from 2004 to 2018. Results show that airport economy has a signif-
icant role in promoting regional economic growth, and regional innovation plays a significant intermediary
effect between airport economy and regional economic growth. The contribution of airport economy of different
scales to regional economic growth and the intermediary effect of regional innovation are different. The large-
scale airport economy has a more significant role in promoting regional economic growth, and the intermediary
effect of regional innovation is greater.

Key words: airport economy; regional innovation; intermediary effect; economic growth
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