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On R.H. Van Gulik’'s Body Art Philosophy

TANG Jing

(School of Literature and Journalism, Xiangtan University, Xiangtan 411105, China)

Abstract: R. H. Van. Gulik’s body art philosophy may be summarized in the following three aspects, i.e.
(1) Health preservation, which emphasizes body pleasure and considers it significant for families and the
whole society in ancient China. (2) Body inspection, which means inspecting, regulating human body in dif-
ferent contexts so that it conforms to the requirements of Confucian etiquette. (3) Body description, which re-
fers to art appreciation and creation about human body and its socialized images, forming a cognitive
framework of body aesthetics and worship. R. H. Van. Gulik’s body art philosophy succeeds in providing a
cross-cultural elucidation and giving a converting and merging perspective about sex in the West and the East.
It helps to integrate the most valuable body aesthetics and theories of human self concern, and is inevitably
significant in modern society where increasing concern is attracted to human beings.
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