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A New Study on On Practice from
the Perspective of Political Science

CHANG Li-bing

(Research Center for Chinese Social History, Shanxi University, Taiyuan 030006, China)

Abstract; In July and August 1937, Mao Zedong was invited to give a philosophical lecture on dialectical
materialism for the students of the Anti-Japanese Military and Political Uniersity. The handout Dialectical Mate-
rialism (Teching Outline) was completed on the basis of concentrated stduy and study of related philosophical
works. As a part of the handout, On Practice is an important text of Mao Zedong’s philosophical reflection and
summary of Chinese revolution, but its political significance lies more in the work style of training and bringing
up revolutionary cadres combining theory with practice. This classic text is put back in the historical context of
Mao Zedong, and the interactive relationship is explored between his thoughts in teaching and writing and his
own context from the perspective of mutual construction of text and history.

Key words: On Practice; Chinese revolutionary; philosophy and politics
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