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On Mao Zedong’s Views on Gifts and its Enlightenment
to the promoting political integrity

LIU Hai-fei

(Institute of the Marxism Studies, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100732, China)

Abstract; Mao Zedong, like other common people, also had the experience of giving gifts, receiving gifts
and declining gifts in his life. When declining gifts, he stressed its rules and principles. When giving gifts,
Mao Zedong paid attention to its style and practicality. When receiving gifts, he attached importance to the
give-and-take social pattern. When handling the recieved gifts, he paid attention to the ways and methods. Mao
Zedong’s views on gifts reflected his great character and demeanor, strong and firm Party spirit, his noble de-
meanor of proletarian revolutionist showing his deep understanding of excellent traditional culture and flexible
approach to life, Mao Zedong’s views on gifts has thrown great enlightenments for currently full and strict gov-
ernance over the Party: giving gifts with public funds is absolutely prohibited, and the scale of giving gifts in
public affairs should be grasped. In addition, public officials should strictly abide by the relevant laws and reg-
ulations, and leading cadres should handle the gift-receiving correctly.

Key words: Mao Zedong; views on gifts; refuse a gift; promoting political integrity
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