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Reconsidering the Issue of “Existence”

FENG Yan
(School of Literature, Capital Normal University, Beijing 100089, China)

Abstract: The systems of PFL and NFL include both the first-order predicate “exists” and existential
quantifier. By analyzing the general existential statements and the singular existential statements, we can find
out the similarities and the differences among Frege, Russell and free logics. “There is” in the general existen-
tial statement is an existential quantifier, but the word “exists” in the singular existential statement is a first-
order predicate. By changing the model semantics of PFL and NFL and eliminating their empty singular terms,
we can get the systems which are equivalent to classical predicate logic and include existential predicate. The
new system we get can express the assumption of QC that the objects in the domain have the property of exist-
ence, and it can also discover the relations between classical quantifiers and “exists” as a first-order predi-
cate.

Key words: “exists” as a first-order predicate; existential quantifier; general existential statement; sin-

gular existential statement
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