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OWilliams, C. F. A. A Short Historical Account of the Degrees in Music at Oxford and Cambridge. London: Novello, Ewer and Co., 1893, p.
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From Honorary Degree to Competency: The Evolution of
Music Degree in Tudor Dynasty of England

ZHOU Yi-bin & YI Hong-jun
(School of Education and Science, Hunan Normal University, Changsha 410081, China)

Abstract: The Tudor period was an important node in the transition of education and university change in
England. Under the dual influence of humanism and religious reform, the construction of music degree in tradi-
tional England universities had undergone an important change. From the early stage, it was the highest honor
to recognize outstanding musicians and music talents who had made significant contributions, and later focused
on individual practical ability and formulated regulations of awarding a degree in music. Its evolution reflects
not only the importance of the universities” emphasis on the fine tradition of music education and the develop-
ment of music education, but also the new trend of music education development in modern universities in
England. The development of university music degree in early England has laid a foundation for the establish-
ment, evolution and gradual improvement of the university music degree system in modern times, which is of
great significance.

Key words: England; Tudor Dynasty; university reform; music degree
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