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A Western Perspective to Understand Mao Zedong'’s
Great Personality: Starting From Kissinger's Book On China

WANG Fang
(School of Marxism Studies, Nanjing University of Science and Technology, Nanjing 210023, China)

Abstract; Mao Zedong’s spirit of safeguarding national dignity and independence, his strategic vision of
handling Sino-US relation and planning global order have far-reaching implications for building a new type of
great power relation and participating in the shaping global order in the new era. Kissinger’s On China exam-
ines the unique Chinese cultural tradition and its influence on New China’s diplomatic strategies from the per-
spective of historical philosophy. Kissinger’s understanding and observation of Mao Zedong under the framework
of political theory, i.e. balance of power, has become an important factor in his successful operation of the
“ice-breaking trip” between China and the United States, which provides us with a western perspective to un-
derstand Mao Zedong and Chinese tradition, and enlightenment as well as referential value for correct handling
the Sino-US relation and its developmental trends.

Key words: Kissinger; Mao Zedong; balance of power
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