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Prejudice and Fear. Three Types of Female Images and
Their Significances in Baltasar Gracidn’s El Criticon

LU Yi-ting
(1. School of Liberal Arts, Hunan Normal University, Changsha 410081, China;
2. School of Foreign Studies, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract; Women in El Criticon are mainly divided into three categories: the polarized ordinary women
from high and low classes, the divine women symbolizing good and evil, and the imagined ideal women who
are both perfect and flawed. In general, the book holds prejudice and fear against the three types of women,
which should be attributed to the influence of Catholic patriarchal ideas and the family and society. Baltasar
Gracian’s personal experiences determine his subjective view upon women, but this book still offers an objec-
tive view upon the women living in Spanish society in the 17th century, who also influenced the male authors’
views on women.
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