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The Influence of the Coupling Between Indigenous
Rules and Government Policies on Modern Forest Governance

HUANG Chong' & LUO Pan-zhu’
(1. School of Life Sciences and Technology, Central South University of Forestry and Technology, Changsha 410004, China;
2. School of Business, Central South University of Forestry and Technology, Changsha 410004, China)

Abstract; To find the influence from the relationship between indigenous rules and government policies
and legislation on modern forest governance, this research has categorized the relationship into “uncoupling”,
“general coupling”, and “active coupling”. Results show that under “uncoupling” status, indigenous rules
can hardly be functioned, both forest ecology and livelihood have been suffered to some extent. Under “general
coupling” status, indigenous rules have better performance than “uncoupling” status, especially in terms of
the forest ecology protection. However, it still shows some drawbacks. Under “active coupling” status, indige-
nous rules and government policies and legislation can find benign balance. Under this status, both sides can
permeate and support each other. They may satisfy the needs of ruler diversification and forest property rights
centralization, and at the same time, prevent the situation of institutional out of control. Therefore, indigenous
rules that under “active coupling” status can be much easier to achieve the purposes of modern forest govern-

ance.

Key words: coupling; government policies and legislation; indigenous rules; forest governance
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