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On the Roles of Social Organizations in New Model of
Community Governance

LIU Chun-xiang & JIANG Run-zhou
(School of Public Administration, Central South University, Changsha 410075, China)

Abstract : A new model of community-level governance based on collaboration and broad participation re-
quires a leading role of social organizations. By analyzing the realistic difficulties of social organizations, this
paper holds that the current role of social organizations has not fully played in the three dimensions, i.e. serv-
ice, self-governance, and consultation. It is believed that the function and performance of social organizations,
as a part of the community-level governance, depend on the institutional environment they are placed in. The
institutional environment can influence the systematization, resource access and technological selections of all
subjects in it, thus affecting the performance of their functions. Therefore, guarantees in institutions, organiza-
tions, resources and technology should be provided for social organizations to play its roles in the new model of
community-level governance.

Key words: social organizations; community-level governance; new models; functional dimensions
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